[The re-emergence of human rabies in Switzerland. A case history].
The circumstances, clinical symptoms, and outcome of a case of human rabies are reported. The disease was conveyed by a housecat. Since the report gave no cause for concern, antirabies vaccination was not considered to be necessary. After a delay of 157 days prodromi appeared and the patient was finally hospitalized 3 days later displaying signs of the encephalitic stage. After 2 days, the patient went into the paralytic stage; death occurred 3 days later due to refractory circulatory and respiratory failure. In endemic rabies areas such as Switzerland, human rabies may, as demonstrated by our case report, always sporadically occur. Rabies should be considered in cases of encephalitis or encephalitis-like syndromes.